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Samui

New luxury hotels
compete for clients
with deep pockets

Cimid Suchontan
The Netion
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n a recenl veport by Hill

Barnett, managing director

of Co Hotelworks, which

tracks developments in resort
marketsin Thailand, the mmberof
rooms in Samui had surged past
16,000 units this vear,

Currently, only & per cent of
raoms can be cassified as luxury
units, however, with 51 per cent
falling under the *mid-scale” prod-
ucts. About 13 per cent are "budget
units” while 28 per cent are
“upscale” rooms, he says.

Theshortageolwary rooms has
prompbed some investors to seeure
seafront properties in the hope of
building live-star estates to tap this
segrient. Atthe same time, the aver-
age price of rooms has fall-
en 13 per cent, reflecting o
glut in supply.

The slovedowm is due o
i combination of factors,
says Barnett. These include
a globul slowdown and a
steepfullinthetravel indis-
try last vear,

Bamui has “experienced
growing painsin its emerg-
ing tonrism surge”, he says, “The
first-halfof2 008 50w anvivalsdown
by 24 per cent,” he says. Local poli-
ties has been one of the main rea-
sons for the slump.

The second half of last year saw
arebound in visiters, which helped
improve business. But the violent
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events during the past two months
in Bangkok could have a far more
negative impact, he says,

Tooffsetdwindlingarrivals from
the U8 and Eurape, many hotels are
looking o attracting visitors from
regrional markels sueh as Chingand
India,

Orwerall, Barnett expects o grad-
ual recovery.

Among the big draw-
backs to growth in Samui
has been a “lack ofinterna-
tiomal aiclift and tourism
attractions”, he savs,

Such traffic is crucial if
Samuiistodevelopfurther
as o hospitalitydestination,
he adds,

With 541 new interna-
tionelly managed roomsto
apen in the nest 16 months, he sy
the outloolk appears significantly
betterthan last year, The first of free
hranded Ly hotels to open this
yearis HansarKoh Samud, a distinet
high-end resort with classical inte-
riors amid large grounds that
incluce alage swimming pool over-

looking its wide heachfront. The
hotel with 74 rooms opencd in April
and has enjoyed good reviews from
travellers,

Italso honses one of the best gas-
tronomic outlets in Samui, serving
world class cuisine in a highly
romantic ambience.

Mextmonth shoold see theapen-
ing of Banyan Tree Samui in
Lammai Beach with 78 recms.

W Retreat Koh Samui in Mae
Naun with 75 rooms will also open
midvear, followed by Infinity
EResidences & Resort al Bang Pa,
with 55 rooms.

Conrad Koh Samui Resort &
Spa, with 79 rooms at Thong Krot,
will open in December:

Vanna Belle Samui with 189
reoms in Chawaeng Beach willopen
it March next vear,

onanza of rooms
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